
1 

year’s Annual Conference 
in Indianapolis. Join us in 
Indianapolis and allow 
the pre-conference insti-
tutes, keynotes, work-
shops, and renewing 
friendships be the new 
leaven helping you to rise 
to new heights.   
 

Peace,   

Mark 

Welcome to March Mad-
ness. Soon enough the 
media, offices, family, and 
friends will be all abuzz 
about collegiate basket-
ball and the tournament 
leading to crowning a new 
champion. 
 
As a boy, March Madness 
had a very different mean-
ing that didn’t involve 
sports. Every year during 
March, Mom would make 
us clean the house from 
top to bottom. No room, 
wall, window, mirror, clos-
et, drapes, under the 
beds, or garage escaped 
mom’s white glove. And 
yes, on more than one 
occasion I had to re-clean 
an area that didn’t meet 
mom’s standards. 
 
While doing research for a 
liturgy paper, I discovered 
the ritual of spring clean-
ing is ancient.  On the eve 
of the Passover, it was 

Jewish custom or ritual for 
the housewife to clean the 
whole house to remove 
every trace of the old leav-
en. 
 
Paul picks up this theme in 
his letter to the Corinthians, 
“Clear out the old yeast, so 
that you may become a 
fresh batch of dough, inas-
much as you are unleav-
ened. For our paschal lamb, 
Christ, has been sacrificed. 
Therefore let us celebrate 
the feast, not with the old 
yeast, the yeast of malice 
and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth” (1 Co-
rinthians 5:7-8). 
 
Lent is a good time for us to 
scour our hearts and 
thoughts and remove the 
old so that we can become 
a “fresh batch of dough”. 
Another way to “become a 
fresh batch of dough” is by 
registering to attend this 
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Liturgical Calendar for March: 
 
1 ASH WEDNESDAY 
3 St. Katharine Drexel 
4 St. Casimir 
5  1ST SUNDAY OF 

 LENT 
7 St. Perpetua &  
 St. Felicity 
8 St. John of God 
9 St. Frances of Rome 
12 2ND SUNDAY OF 
 LENT 
17 St. Patrick 
18 St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
19 3RD SUNDAY OF  
 LENT 
20 SOLEMNITY: ST.  
 JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF 
 THE BLESSED VIR-
 GIN MARY 
23 St. Turibius of 
 Mogrovejo 
25 SOLEMNITY: THE 
 ANNUNCIATION OF 
 THE LORD 
26 4TH SUNDAY OF 
 LENT 

 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO NALM? 
When you become a member of NALM, you take an active role in the development of lay ministry in the Catholic Church. 
Membership is available to anyone who believes in NALM’s visionary mission and diverse lay ministry endeavors. NALM 
members serve in parishes, dioceses, hospitals, schools, higher education, and other settings. Still others actively support 
and advocate (as a layperson, religious, or clergy) for the thousands of lay ministers in and throughout the United States and 

Canada. Do you know someone who could benefit from NALM? Connect them by clicking here MEMBERSHIP for a link. 

http://nalm.org/join-renew/
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ENJOYING 
INDIANAPOLIS 

 

For those who are planning 
to attend our conference 
and celebrate the conclu-
sion of NALM's 40th anni-
versary year, we want to 
help you enjoy more fully 
your time in Indianapolis. 
This month we highlight a 
few more places to see as 
part of the White River 
State Park in downtown 
Indianapolis. For more de-
tailed information on these 
attractions, 

CLICK HERE.  

BOOK REVIEW 
Catholic Parishes of the 21st Century    

by Charles E. Zech, Mary L. Gautier, Mark M. Gray, Jonathon L. Wiggins, and Thomas P. Gaunt  (2017) 
 

Review by Leah Libresco  
 
 

The American Catholic 
Church is changing faster 
than its infrastructure can 
keep up with. Catholic Par-
ishes of the 21st Century, 
out on Feb. 1, paints a por-
trait of a church that is chal-
lenged not so much by hot-
button political and cultural 
issues as it is by the quotidi-
an concerns of leaky roofs 
and aging priests. Research-

ers from the Center for Ap-
plied Research in the Apos-
tolate (CARA) surveyed 
priests and parishioners at a 
representative sample of 
churches across the country 
to create a fascinating cen-
sus of the church’s strengths 
and challenges, packed with 
more details than it seems 
like this slim book could 
hold. 
 

The simplest takeaway is 
that the Catholic Church in 

America is strained by the 
task of caring for such a 
large, mobile population. 
For instance, the distribu-
tion of American Catholics 
has shifted dramatically to 
the South and the West, and 
these two regions now hold 
nearly half of all Catholics—
up from only about a third 
in 1985.  
 

 READ MORE 

White River Gardens: Your green thumb 
will love the gardens and their ornate 
planting and conservatory. The garden is 
almost as well known for their annual dis-
play of butterflies as they are for their bo-
tanical displays.  
 

Indianapolis Zoo: This is the only zoo in 
the country that is triple-accredited as a 
zoo, aquarium, and botanical garden. The 
enclosed dolphin dome gives an in-water 
view of dolphin shows while recent exhib-
its bring visitors face-to-face with tigers 
and cheetahs. Not to be missed is the new 
International Orangutan Center, which has 

been called the most important zoo exhib-
it in the world. 
 

On the Central Canal, enjoy picturesque 
skyline views from a pedal boat or kayak 
as you drift down the 1.5-mile Central Ca-
nal. For a romantic slice of Venice, take a 
ride with costumed gondoliers serenading 
you as you sip a glass of wine or simply 
soak in the scenery. 
 

The park is also home to the Wishard Slow 
Food Garden where visitors can observe 
urban gardening that promotes biodiversi-
ty and sustainable farm practices. 
 

Throughout the park you’ll encounter a 
wide range of public art. The canal is home 
to The Congressional Medal of Honor Me-
morial where you’ll find names of each 
medal recipient. The Tent is a colorful col-
lection of polished metal tiles that sits in 
the center of the park. Stroll along the pe-
destrian bridge that traverses the White 
River to see a collection of sculptures that 
change on a semi-annual basis. 

http://www.visitindy.com/indianapolis-white-river-state-park-guide
http://cara.georgetown.edu/
http://cara.georgetown.edu/
http://cara.georgetown.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rkBZYGFUpc3bEz8mWYdIZsNQRKwr3F5Txwp8jp_nQO4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyxJTJocDSAhUB64MKHdvmCOkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fus%2Flindsay-carlson-and-andrew-molnar-jun-2016%2Fdetails&bvm=bv.148747831,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH
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Converging Paths:  
Online Education for Ministry at 
the University of Dallas Neuhoff 

School of Ministry 
 

Dan Luby, STD, Affiliate Assistant 
Professor 
 
Michele’s busy office at the Uni-
versity of Dallas’ Neuhoff School of 
Ministry, (NSOM), exerts a mag-
netic pull for people seeking prac-
tical advice, pastoral insight, a lis-

tening ear, a mint.  Questions on scripture, personnel 
challenges, accounting practices – she handles them 
gracefully. Michele is the consummate pastoral leader, 
skilled, theologically grounded, and spiritually rich. 
 

Jeff’s bow tie, stylish glasses, and ready smile make him 
someone students notice when he walks in the room. He’s 
a ministerial juggler, balancing comfortably his roles as 
administrator, campus minister, teacher, and mentor. His 
leadership is understated, steeped in long practice and 
deep knowledge. 
 

Jeff and Michele are both knowledgeable, experienced, 
and competent in their ministries. Both are recognized by 
their peers for professional excellence. And though both 
are schooled in the NSOM’s multi-faceted approach to lay 
ministry formation, their pursuit of professional ministeri-
al leadership followed different arcs. 
 

After a career change from Fortune 500 manager to parish 
pastoral minister, Michele enrolled in the NSOM’s Catholic 
Biblical School (CBS), an intensive and comprehensive 
study of Scripture over a four year curriculum. Inspired by 
that experience, she decided to pursue the Master of The-
ological Studies. 
 

Jeff was already a veteran pastoral minister when he com-
pleted his MTS. Years later, when the CBS program was 
introduced, he signed up. Both Jeff and Michele keep 
coming back to the well too, participating in continuing 
education programs, bringing fresh insight from the pasto-
ral field to the classroom, returning with new skills and 
depth of knowledge. 
 

At NSOM, non-credit continuing education programs and 

Master’s courses enrich and illuminate each other. At 
each level, ministerial competency and personal spiritual 
growth are strengthened and the Church is served. 
 

“Theological education for transformative service” is the 
motto of the NSOM. It expresses a deep conviction that 
ministerial formation is integrating work, blending aca-
demic exploration and hands-on pastoral skills. It honors 
both ancient wisdom and personal experience as well-
springs of grace and truth, each testing and strengthening 
the other. All the programs of the Neuhoff School strive to 
help students maintain the dialogue of faith and life in 
every class, every assignment. 
 

Even the most wisely constructed curriculum, offered by 
the most skilled and dedicated professors cannot serve 
the urgent needs of the Gospel if not accessible to the 
people who need and want them. 
 

As contemporary life has become more complex, new 
strategies to make “theological education for transforma-
tive service” available to even the busiest people in the 
most effective way have been developed and honed. The 
key to these approaches is online education. 
 

As the stories of Jeff and Michele suggest, professional 
and personal enrichment comes from both degree pro-
grams and shorter-term non-credit offerings.  The NSOM 
offers a range of online Continuing Education programs to 
feed the hunger for deeper understanding and pastoral 
development. 
 

The Catholic Biblical School (CBS) offers a four year pro-
gram of intense, comprehensive study of the Bible, blend-
ing the best of contemporary Catholic biblical scholarship 
with deep spirituality and ministerial practice. Students 
engage in ongoing dialogue with classmates from all over 
the world and with knowledgeable and caring professors. 
Spanish speakers can enroll in the Certificado en Pastoral 
Teología a three-year program covering Scripture, theolo-
gy, morality, liturgy, prayer, and pastoral practice. 
Shorter online courses are available in both Spanish and 
English. Theology of the Body engages the pastoral vision 
of St. John Paul II in a year-long course. A six week pro-
gram on Intercultural Ministry guides participants through 
the dynamics of the rich diversity of American Catholic 
life.                                       

READ MORE 

http://udallas.edu/ministry/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/cbs/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/cbs/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/graduate/mts/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/graduate/mts/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/cbs/index.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/espanol/cpt.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/espanol/cpt.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/aff/tob.php
http://udallas.edu/ministry/academics/continuinged/aff/intercultural_ministry.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BfqgxhH0P4bK4lwsk4Dj2Kvu5QI8DIOnv_LfGNBcxMA/edit?usp=sharing


4 

NALM News and Notes  

2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Join us in Indianapolis, IN,  June 1-3, 2017, to cele-
brate the close of  NALM's 40th anniversary year.  

 
Hotel Information 

Hyatt Regency – Downtown Indianapolis 
One South Capitol Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN  46204 
317.632.1234 

NALM Room Rate:     $139 + taxes 
Please register through the NALM block at the  

Hyatt Regency Downtown 

 
CLICK HERE to keep updated on details of the  

conference as they become available. 
 

Conference Registration 
Pre-Conference + Annual Conference 
$399 (member) 
$229 (NALM student) 
$449 (Non-Member) 
 
Annual Conference (only)  
$299 (member) 
$149 (NALM Student) 
$349 (Non-Member) 
 
Pre-Conference (only) 
$249 (member) 
$149 (NALM Student) 
$299 (Non-Member) 

 
Early bird registration ends April 15, 2017.  

Be sure to include b![aпм on your Conference registration to 
receive the early bird ($50) discount. 

 

hƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлмт 

NALM Pre-Conference Institute 
May 30-31, 2017 in Indianapolis 

  
To celebrate the conclusion of the 40th Anniversary of 
NALM, please join us at our Pre-Conference Institute as we 
gather with five of the most remarkable wisdom figures 
whose professional lives have been dedicated to the devel-
opment and growth of lay ministry in the Catholic Church 
of the United States. Under their expert guidance, we will 
collectively reflect upon one of the most significant devel-
opments in lay ministry since the Second Vatican Council – 
the National Certification Standards and Competencies 
which have given our vocation clear affirmation and pro-
fessional credibility.  
 
It will be a time of  
¶ deep listening to one another’s experiences of the 

Standards and Competencies,  

¶ prayerfully and honestly reflecting on how we might 
use them more effectively,  

¶ creatively envisioning how they be might be revised in 
light of our experiences and the needs of the Church 
going forward, and  

¶ thoughtfully considering the potential the Standards 
may hold for certifying parish business managers.  

 
Give yourself the gift of spending time with one another - 
and our wonderful wisdom figures - engaging in practical 
theology as we write the next chapter in NALM’s history 
and the ongoing development of lay ministry in the Catho-
lic Church!   
 
See the next page for our Pre-Conference line-up. 

 

https://indianapolis.regency.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://nalm.org/events/conferences/2017-conference/2017-annual-conference/
https://nalm.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_231269
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Harry Dudley - Associate Director for 
Certification of Ecclesial Ministry for 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops  
Harry has ministered on the parish, 
diocesan, and national levels since 
1966 primarily in the area of catech-
esis. Of his ministry, he writes:  
The privilege of accompanying so 

many in discerning and living out their call as lay ecclesial 
ministers is what I have found to be the greatest honor of 
my life.  READ MORE 

 
Zeni Fox, PhD, Professor Emeri-
ta, Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, Seton Hall University.  
Zeni has been one of the lead-
ing academics in the area of lay 
ecclesial ministry, and was a 
major consultant in the devel-
opment of Co-Workers in the 
Vineyard of the Lord. She writes 
of the value NALM has been to 
her:  
I began attending NALM confer-
ences in the late 1980's, after 

assuming the role of Director of Lay Ministry at the Semi-
nary. NALM gave me a community of discourse, people 
committed to goals similar to mine, READ MORE 

 
Marti R. Jewell, D.Min., Associ-
ate Professor and Director of 
Graduate and Undergraduate 
Programs, Neuhoff School of 
Ministry, University of Dallas.  
Marti began working with the 
standards as part of the team 
that drafted the first set of 
NALM’s competency standards. 
She served as the Director of the 
Emerging Models of Pastoral 
Leader-ship Project, a national 

research initiative conducted by NALM and five other 
national associations, studying excellence in parish lead-
ership. Drawing upon her study and experiences, she 
writes:  

The major finding of the Emerging Models Project is the 
intense rate of change in parishes READ MORE 

 
Fr. Joe Merkt, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Louisville, has 
retired but is still serving in min-
istry. Having spent most of his 
life as an educator, Fr. Joe has 
been dedicated to teaching and 
direct-ing graduate and under-
graduate programs in lay minis-
try for the past fifteen years. An 
active member of NALM since 

the early 1990’s, Fr. Joe was recognized by NALM in 1999 
for the work that he and Sr. Margaret Cooper did to for-
mulate common ministry standards and competencies 
that were the first to be adopted jointly by NALM, NCCL, 
and NFCYM. Of his involvement in the growth and devel-
opment of lay ministry, Fr. Joe writes:  
Conducting retreat days and weekends for lay ministers 
to reflect on the graces and blessings of their ministry 
using the common standards/competencies as sources 
for personal self-reflection, READ MORE 
 

Jean Marie Weber, PhD, Uni-
versity Liaison to the Catholic 
Community, Cardinal Stritch 
University, Milwaukee, WI. A 
co-founder of the Saint Clare 
Center for Catholic Life, she 
has taught pastoral ministry 
courses in the Religious Stud-
ies department and teaches in 
the Institute for Lay Ministry. 
She is the former Director of 
Certification for the United 
States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops Commission on Certification and Accreditation 
(USCCB/CCA) and has served as president of the NCCL 
and president of the Association of Graduate Programs in 
Ministry (AGPIM). Of her belief in the value of NALM, she 
writes:  
NALM is an important part of ministry life! It is a forum 
for sharing ideas, discussion on issues pertinent to pasto-
ral ministries. READ MORE 

NALM PRE-CONFERENCE LINE-UP 

http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-Corrected-Link.pdf
http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-Corrected-Link.pdf
http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-Corrected-Link.pdf
http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-Corrected-Link.pdf
http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-2.pdf
http://nalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Institute-Flyer-Corrected-Link.pdf
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God, heavenly Father, look upon me and hear my prayer 
during this holy Season of Lent. 
By the good works You inspire, help me to discipline my 
body and to be renewed in spirit. 
Without You I can do nothing. 
 

By Your Spirit help me to know what is right and to be eager 
in doing Your will. 
Teach me to find new life through penance. 
Keep me from sin, and help me live by Your commandment 
of love. 
 

God of love, bring me back to You. 
Send Your Spirit to make me strong in faith and active in 
good works. May my acts of penance bring me Your for-
giveness, open my heart to Your love, and prepare me for 
the coming feast of the Resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Lord, during this Lenten Season, nourish me with Your Word 
of life and make me one with You in love and prayer. 
Fill my heart with Your love and keep me faithful to the 
Gospel of Christ. 
Give me the grace to rise above my human weakness. 
Give me new life by Your Sacraments, especially the Mass. 
 

Father, our source of life, I reach out with joy to grasp Your 
hand; let me walk more readily in Your ways. 
Guide me in Your gentle mercy, for left to myself I cannot 
do Your Will. 
 

Father of love, source of all blessings, help me to pass from 
my old life of sin to the new life of grace. 
Prepare me for the glory of Your Kingdom. 
 

I ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 
Amen 
 

http://www.sainttherse.com/lenten-prayer-for-spiritual-renewal/ 

 

3D Catholic  
(Free) iOS and Android  
 
Developed by University of Notre 
Dame’s Institute for Church Life 3D 
Catholic app is designed to promote 

three traditional Catholic practices of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving (works of mercy) - practices tradi-
tionally connected to the season of Lent. But the devel-
opers hope users go beyond a one-shot attempt, so they 
programed in unique features designed to help the user 
develop a daily habit of engaging these practices culti-
vating a life-long practice. This is achieved by joining a 
community connected through this app and by setting 
daily reminders for prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
(including works of mercy). 
 

Just as with quality health/exercise apps, this app is inte-
gral to the process of engaging in fundamental spiritual 
exercises which can radically transform us in our spiritual 
journey. 
 
Features 
– Set daily reminders for Praying the Angelus at noon and 
Fasting on Fridays 
– Find opportunities in your area to volunteer; add re-
minders to your personal calendar 
– Prayer Intention stream generated from the app com-
munity 
– Anonymously share prayers with people around you 
– Track your progress on Prayer, Fasting, and Works of 
Mercy 

  

         LENTEN PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL           RESOURCES FOR YOUR MINISTRY 

NALM News and Notes Submission 
 

Do you have a piece of news, committee report, or interesting article that you would like to share with your lay minis-
try colleagues in the National Association for Lay Ministry?  If so, please submit pieces by the end of each month to the 
Publications Committee Chair, Bridget Klawitter. Her email is klawitterb@archmil.org     

http://3dcatholic.nd.edu/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/3d-catholic/id1023355744?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.nd.icl.threedcatholic&hl=en
https://icl.nd.edu/
https://icl.nd.edu/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/3d-catholic/id1023355744?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.nd.icl.threedcatholic&hl=en

